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What is the American 

Community Survey?

•Short form

•Long form sample

Short 

form 

only
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Why use the ACS to study artists?

• Asks people, not 

employers

• Captures self employed 

and unpaid family 

workers

• Captures people who are 

not working

Compared with employer-based 

surveys and administrative 

records

Compared with CPS and other 

household surveys

• Massive sample size – 3 million 

households annually

• Extensive geographic detail 

down to block group

• Extensive variable detail (e.g., 

505 occupations)

• Extensive ability to provide 

cross tabulations of multiple 

characteristics

• Capability to measure changes 

over time



4

How does ACS identify artists?
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Geography
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Content
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American Community Survey 
Data Products Release Schedule

Data Product Population Size Data released in: 

of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-2007 2006-2008 2007-2009 2008-2010 2009-2011 2010-2012

for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-2010 2007-2011 2008-2012

for Data Collected in:

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.

Source: US Census Bureau
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Artist Occupations, 2006-2008
For the civilian employed year-round, full-time workers 16 years and older

Source: US Census Bureau, ACS 2006-2008, http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/ioindex/acs08_detailedoccupations2.xls
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What’s new?

• EEO Special Tabulation File

• SOC and Occupation Changes

• New and changing content: 
– Field of degree

– Labor force participation
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EEO Special Tab 2006-2010

• Sponsored by EEOC, DOJ, BLS, OPM for affirmative action 

plans, monitoring/enforcing civil right laws

• Detailed occupation by detailed geography (occupation, sex, 

race/ethnicity, educational attainment, age, median earnings, 

industry)

• New this time:

– Uses ACS 2006-2010 5-year file

– New variable: Citizenship

– 2010 Geographies

– 2010 Population base

– 2010 SOC Occupation categories

• Available Fall 2012
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Standard Occupation 

Classification (SOC)
• Updated for 2010, replacing the 2000 SOC

• SOC Policy Committee: BLS, Census, DOD, HHS, NCES, NSF, 

OPM, OMB

• Tiered system with 4 levels: 

– Major groups (23)

– Minor groups (97) 

– Broad groups (461)

– Detailed occupations (840)

• No substantive changes for 90 percent  of detailed occupations 
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Field of Degree Question, 2009
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Field of Degree Classification for 

Art Majors

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Fine Arts

Drama and Theater Arts

Music

Visual and Performing Arts

Commercial Art and Graphic Design

Film, Video and Photographic Arts

Art History and Criticism

Studio Arts

Miscellaneous Fine Arts

ARCHITECTURE AND RELATED SERVICES

Architecture

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE/LETTERS

English Language and Literature

Composition and Speech
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New Labor Force Questions
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For More Information

http://www.census.gov/acs/www
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http://2010.census.gov/2010census/


