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ARTIST EMPLOYMENT IN 1985

1,411,000 persons were employed in artist cccupations in 1985--an increase of 4
percent (about 60,000 persons) from 1984 according to data released by the
Bureau of Labor Statisties (BLS) in January 1986, This growth exceeded the rate
for the Professional Speciality Occupations (3 percent) as .well as. .the rate .for
All Civilian Workers (2 percent). : S C

Tne combined unemployment rate for eleven artist cccupation groups increased
from 4.7 percent in 1984 to 5 percent in 1985. The increase in the unemployment
rate for the combined artist groups contrasis with decreases in unemployment
rates for all civilian workers and for the professional speciality occupations
in general, which declined by 0.3 percent and 0.2 percent Tespectively. = Anmong
the individual artist occupations, unemployment rates increased for actors and
directors, and for ‘architects, but remained the same or decreased for the
occupations of announcers; authors; designers; musicians/composers; painters,
sculptors, craft artists, and artist printmakers; photographers; teachers of
art, drama and music {(higher education); and other =artists not elsewhere
classified. The dats base for dancers is too small for reliable estimates of
unemployment rates.

This Research Division Note on artist employment trends is the second year-
to-year comparison employing the new Occupational Classification System put into
effect in 1983, The changes improve the consistency and accuracy of the artist
occupational groups. The ccemparisons in this Note show the changes over the
three-year period of 1983-1985. Care should be used in comparing thése data
with data from earlier years in Research Division Reports and Notes when the

Previous Qccupational Classification System was in effect (see Research Division
Note #7).

The number of persons in the 19385 artist labor force increased by about 5
percent from 1984 in comparison with the profesaional speciality occupations and
witn all civilian workers, which both increased by only about 2 percent.

The number of unemployed artists increased 6 percent, in contrast to the number
of wunemployed workers in the professional speciality occupations and all
civilian workers which declined by 8 percent and 3 percent, reapectively.

Actors and Directors - The unemployment rate for actors and directors
increased from 13.3 percent in 1334 to 15.4 percent in 1985. Employment
increased from 68,000 to 77,000 during the period. However, the actors angd
directors labor force increased from 78,00C to 91,000, 'Thus, the 1985

increase-of employment was accompanied by a proportionately greater increase
in unemployment which resulted in the increased unemployment rate.




-2-

Architects ~ The upemploymernt rate for architects increased from 1.8
percent in 1984 to 2.2 percent in 1985. A large increase in employment
oceurred with 130,000 employed architects in 1985 compared with 107,000
in 1984, However, as 1in the case of actors and directers, a
proportionately greater increase took place in unemploymeni, resulting
in & higher unemployment rate.

Authors - The number of suthors in the labor force declined by 1,000 for

the period 1984 to 1985. The unemployment rate was about the same in
botn years.

‘Dancers - The sampling error is large for dancers because of the small
size of this occupational group. Reliable year-to-year comparisons of
unemployment are not possible. It does appear, however, that employment
is rising in $his occupation. 1985 shows a continuation of the increase
that was noted in the previocus year. Over the three-year period 1983-

1985, the labor force and the number employed have increased by about
9 000 persons.'

Designers - The latest data show designers continuing to increase in

.. number every year. There were 36,000 more employed designers in 1985

compared with 1984, The designer labor . force increased by 38,000
individuals and %he economy was sable to absorb =sll but 2,000, leaving
tne unempleyment rate unchanged from 1984 to 1985 at 3.9 percent.

Musicians/Composers - The unemployment rate declined for musicians/
composers from 7.3 percent in 1984 to 6.5 percent in 1885, The number
of employed musiciana/composers also declined from 161,000 to 152,000
persons, and the number of persons seeking jobs declined frem 13,000 to
11,000. The overall effect of the decline in beth the number of persoans
seeking and the number finding employment as musicians/composers
resulted in a lower unemployment rate in 1985.

Painters, Sculptors, Craft Artista, =and Artist Printmakers - Like
musician/compesers, this artist occupation group decreased its labor
force size in both numbers of employed and unemployed persons. The
result is a reductior of the unemployment rate. Since the 1983-84
inerease was Jlarge, this o¢ccupation group still had more employed

persons in 1985 than it did in 1983--200,000 were empleyed in 1985
compared with 186,000 in 1983.

Photographers - The number of employed photographers expanded from 1984
to 1985 while the number unemployed remained the same, causing the
unemployment rate to decline from 3.9 percent to 3.5 percent. There
were 129,000 employed photographers in 1985 and 123,000 in 1984.

Teacners of Art, Drama and Music (higher education) ~ This occupation
group nad a small increase in labor force from 1984 to 1985 of 1,000
persons. This increase was not encugh to return the level of this group
to that of 1983 when 43,000 comprised the labor force. The unemployment
rate for teachers in 1985 was 1.4 percent, unchanged from 1984,




Artist Labor Force, Employment and Unemployment

1385, 1984 and 1983

Comoge Change
Oecupstico 1985 1984 1383 1964-8% 1983-85
Totsl, ALl Civilian vorksre 115,462,000 113, 544,000 111, 55,000 +1,918,000 *1. 912, 000
Exployed 107,150,000 105,005,500 100, 334,000 +2,145, +5,516,000
Unemplioyed 8,312,000 8,539,000 10,717,000 =227,000 =2,40%,000
Vossployment fnte T.2% T1.5% 9.58 -.% -2.48
Professicnal 3peciaiity
Jecupatica 13, 346, 000 13,629,000 13,219,000 =317, 000 « 127,000
asiored 60,00 152,00 @ I5500® v 5,500
Vaoeaployed 316,000 343,000 393,000 =27, 000 =-8%, 000
Ucenployeant Bate 2.5 2.5% 5.0 -.2% - -.T
A1l Artista 1,482,000 1,418,000 1, %01,000 264, 000 - T +181,000
Plove Lo L 23, 75T, 138,008
Uonewpicoyed 71,000 67,000 78,000 4,000 « 7,000
Usemploymeat Fmte 5.08 478 6.08 .. -1.0%
Actors and Direciors 91,000 78,000 T1.000 +13, 000 *20, 000
Zapioyed : 77,000 8,000 - . g, *17,
Uneapioysd 14,000 10,000 .. 11,000 *4,000 +2 000
Joemployment Rete 5.4% 1334 15.7% +2.1% -.%
Aznoancers 54,000 59,000 - 41,000 ~5,000 +1%. 000
~Eaployed 31,000 55,000 33,500 P ] *13,606
Ugesployed 3,000 4,000 3.0 1,000 o]
Josaployment Bate 5.3% 621 [N, 3 -9 -1.4%
Arenitacty 153, 000 109, X1 108, 000 + 24, 000 - 25, Q0
imployad 170,000 107, 153,000 23,000 27,
Uneaployed 5,000 2,000 5,000 +1,000 -2, 000
Ucsmploymsnt Bate 2.4 1.88 438 L -2.1%
AutZors 71,000 72,000 64,000 =1,000¢ 7,003
~Eployed 75,00 7 57,500 5% 8,006
Uoenployed 1,000, 1,000 2,300 [+] =1, 000
Goeaployssnt Rate 1.4% 1.4% .58 -.58 -1.5%
Dazcers 17,000 14,000 12,000 3,000 *%, 000
pTored : 12,0058 15,050 R 5,000
Uznemployed - * . . * a
Unsspioyment Hate * . bl - *
Designers 504, 000 4686, 000 415, 000 «35, 000 +89, 000
—nloet . [ CRe g 7006 35,30 9T,
Uzemployed 20, 000 18,000 22,000 +2,000 -2,000
Unseploymect Hate 3.9% 3.9 5.2 o ~1.%%
Nuaicians/Conposers 163,000 174, Q00 170, &0 -11, OOC -7,000
Empiored 152, 181, 155, -5, TR
Uneaployed 11.000 13,000 15,000 ~2.000 =-4,000
Uoeaployment Rate 6, 5% T1.3%8 8.6% - -2.18
t Sculptors,
Craft Artists, and
Artist Prictaskers 207,000 220, 000 192, 0 -13, 00 +15,200
£pl oyed 200,000 212,000 186,000 -12,000 +14, 200
Uonenployed T 5 000 8,200 5,000 -1 ,000 +1,000
Unesploywent Bate 3.2 3.58 ER -5 -.1%
?hotoingan 134,000 128, OO 115 000 +6, Q00 +15, 300
Zaployed 129, 1356 113, +6,000 *16,000
Yoenpl ored 5,000 5,000 6,000 o] =1, 000
Uneaployment Zate 3.58 - 5.0 -. 48 -1.5%
Tsacoers of irt, Drame
and Nuwic Ihi_‘:_nr wd. ) 42,000 41,000 43,000 1 000 =1 000
Zaplayad AL 16,50 VK 1,00 Bw ]
Unemployed 1,000 1,000 1,000 [+] 0
Unemployment Hate 2,48 2.48 .28 -2 -.78
Othwr Artinta®® 66,000 $7,000 56,000 +9,000 4]
“Zaplores Z 5. 1. 8,560 *1,008
Uneaployed 4,000 3,000 5,000 +1,000 ~1,000
Unesployment Hnte 5.6% 5.88 7.1% -z -1.5%

¥ Tats tass is too small for setinate

%0t elaevhers classified

Ibs unsmployment rates shown in the tabls vere caloculated by the Bureau of Laber

date.

the rounded numders of usemploysed perecas and lsbor forces.

Jource

Uspablished data provided by the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

3tatistics usizg unrounded

itersfors, there may de some apparest diacrapancies detvssn the rates showe and rates

culculated using




Comparison of 1984 to 1985 Changes .

All Artists, Professional Speciality Occupations, and All Civilian Workers

Labor FPorce Bmployed Unemployed
ALl Artists +4,5% +4.4% +6.0%
Professional Speciality QOccupations +2.3% +2.6% -7.9%
+1,7% . +2,.0% -2.7%

All Civilian Workers
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