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ACPSA Issue Brief #2: Workers Engaged in Arts and Cultural Production 

In 2012, the production of arts and cultural goods and services employed 4.7 million 
workers and generated $334.9 billion in compensation (i.e., wages and salaries and 
supplements such as pension funds and health insurance). 

Government, it so happens, is the industry employing the greatest number of workers 
engaged in producing arts and cultural commodities. Arts educators working in public 
schools (elementary and secondary schools and colleges and universities), as well as 
workers employed in government parks, libraries, and agencies, contribute to a tally of 
1.1 million arts and cultural workers in 2012. 

Other industries employing large numbers of workers to produce arts and cultural goods 
and services include retail trade (713,800); broadcasting (401,300); and motion picture 
industries (367,300). 

In 2012, the industries represented by the performing arts and independent artists 
employed 136,800 workers; they were compensated $13 billion. The museum industry 
employed 122,300 workers, who, in turn, were paid nearly $4.2 billion in wages, 
salaries, and benefits. 

The ACPSA estimates reported here refer to workers engaged in arts and cultural 
production. In 2012, for example, the broadcasting industry employed a total of 912,100 
workers. Of those, 401,300 (44 percent) were engaged in producing radio, television, 
and cable broadcasts, which are counted by the ACPSA as "arts and cultural."1 

Note: While the ACPSA includes production by sole proprietors (i.e., self-employed arts 
and cultural workers), their production is captured within the ACPSA's "gross operating 
surplus," which is a component of value added. Consequently, the ACPSA employment 
figures (number employed and compensation) refer to wage and salary workers. 

(A previous version of this issue brief incorrectly stated that the wages/salaries also 
applied to self-employed workers.)   

  

                                                            
1 Examples of services provided by the broadcasting industry that are not included in the ACPSA include 
the repair and maintenance of broadcasting equipment. Additionally, the ACPSA excludes sports 
broadcasts. 
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Arts and Cultural Employment and the Economic Recession of 2007-2009 

In 2000, employment of workers producing arts and cultural goods and services 
reached 5.8 million workers. In the aftermath of the 2001 recession, however, arts and 
cultural employment weakened, falling by 3.9 percent in 2003. In the years that 
followed, arts and cultural employment, though still in decline, was stabilizing. 

However, 2007 marked the beginning of a severe economic recession—by 2009, the 
arts and cultural economy had shed more than 300,000 workers. In 2010, arts and 
cultural employment fell by an additional 135,000. In 2011 and 2012, declines in 
employment slowed, suggesting that arts and cultural employment was, again, 
stabilizing. Even so, there were 555,000 fewer arts and cultural workers in 2012 than  in 
2006, the year before the Great Recession ensued. 
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