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NEA “Celebrating the Nation’s 250th Birthday with 
Music from U.S. Military Bands”  
Basic Information 

  
Federal Agency Name National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) 

Funding Opportunity Title NEA “Celebrating the Nation’s 250th Birthday with Music 
from U.S. Military Bands” 

Announcement Type  New announcement 
Funding Opportunity Number(s) 2026NEABANDS 
Assistance Listing Number(s) CFDA No. 45.024 
Agency contact information specialprojects@arts.gov   
Application Deadline February 23, 2026 

 
Funding Details Amount (Contingent upon availability of funds) 

Total amount of funding 
expected to award Approximately $1,000,000 

Anticipated number of awards Approximately 50 

Expected dollar value of awards 
(range) $10,000 up to $20,000 each (no cost share) 

 

Executive Summary  
The NEA will offer grants ranging from $10,000 up to $20,000 each (no cost share required) for 
arts projects that feature performances and/or educational programming with a U.S. military 
band. Arts projects are intended to celebrate and honor the 250th birthday of the United States 
of America in 2026. Projects may take place in communities throughout the 50 states, D.C., and 
U.S. jurisdictions.  
 
Eligible applicants include nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3), U.S. organizations; units of state or 
local government; or federally-recognized tribal communities or tribes with at least five years of 
arts programming history prior to the application deadline. A U.S. military band or other U.S. 
federal entity may not apply for this grant program. Applicant organizations must have had an 
operating budget of at least $20,000 in the previous fiscal year.  
 
Confirmation of participation from a U.S. military band is required at the time of application.  
 

mailto:specialprojects@arts.gov
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Program Description 
In anticipation of the 250th anniversary of American Independence, the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA) is pleased to welcome proposals from eligible organizations for a special 
grant opportunity: “Celebrating the Nation’s 250th Birthday with Music from U.S. Military 
Bands” for activities taking place in communities throughout the 50 states, D.C., and U.S. 
jurisdictions in 2026.  
 
Throughout American history, military bands have celebrated the nation’s spirit through a wide 
range of musical styles and genres. From marching bands to orchestral, vocal, and jazz 
performances, the nation’s more than 250 military bands perform in communities of all sizes 
for ceremonial programs, as well as for entertainment and educational purposes. In recognition 
of their excellence in music and service to the country, President Trump awarded a 2019 
National Medal of the Arts, the nation’s highest award given to artists, to the musicians of the 
United States military.  
 
Against this backdrop, the NEA will award grants ranging from $10,000 up to $20,000 each (no 
cost share required) to eligible organizations for arts projects that feature performances and/or 
educational programming with a U.S. military band to celebrate the nation’s 
semiquincentennial.  
 
For example, a nonprofit organization may wish to feature a military band, ensemble, or solo 
performer at an event or performance as part of its regularly scheduled programming—or the 
organization may develop a special event, performance, series, or educational program in 
response to this funding opportunity. 
 
Projects must: 
• Feature at least one public performance and/or educational program with a U.S. military 

band (e.g., marching band, orchestra, chorus, ensemble, soloist, vocalist, etc.) in a 
community within any of the 50 states, D.C, or U.S. jurisdictions.  

• Provide the public with free-of-charge or reduced cost opportunities to attend and/or 
interact with the programming. 

• Provide evidence in the application of commitment from a U.S. military band to 
participate in the project.  

• Limit project costs to allowable expenses not paid for by the U.S. military band including 
but not exclusively venue or space rental, advertising, educational programming, and 
salaries/stipends for non-military staff or artists participating in the project. See the 
budget instructions on page 11 for more information. 

Note: In alignment with government-wide legal requirements, no federal funds (including 
the NEA’s grant award) may be used to compensate the military band for any aspect of 
their participation in this program. A U.S. military band must pay for its own travel, food 
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and lodging, instrument/equipment shipping costs, and all other expenses for which funds 
are available within the band’s operating budget. 

 

Period of Performance 
NEA support of a project (i.e., “Earliest Start Date”) can begin no sooner than May 1, 2026, and 
must conclude by December 31, 2026.  
 
An organization may not receive more than one NEA award for the same costs/activities during 
the same or an overlapping period of performance. In addition, different recipients may not 
receive other federal funds for the same project costs during the same or an overlapping period 
of performance. 
 

Unallowable Activities/Costs 
Applicants should carefully review the NEA’s General Terms and Conditions (GTCs) which detail 
information about allowable and unallowable costs. 

Reminder: In alignment with government-wide legal requirements, no federal funds (including 
the NEA’s grant award) may be used to compensate the military band for any aspect of their 
participation in your project. The U.S. military band must pay for its own travel, food and 
lodging, instrument/equipment shipping costs, and all other expenses for which funds are 
available within the band’s own operating budget. 
 

Intergovernmental Review 
This funding opportunity is not subject to Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs 
Executive Order 12372. 
 

National Historic Preservation Act and National Environmental Policy 
Act Review 
Recommended projects are subject to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and/or 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance review. See more information about 
NHPA/NEPA review under Post-Award Requirements and Administration. 
 

Subject Matter 
Per the NEA’s legislation, projects or programs that are determined to be obscene are without 
artistic merit and shall not be funded. 20 USC 952(j)-(l); 20 USC 954(d),(l). 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/awards-to-organizations-forms-and-guidance#p61491
https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties
http://www.epa.gov/nepa
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Eligibility 
ELIGIBLE 

Eligible applicants include: 
• Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3), U.S. organizations; 
• Units of state or local government; or 
• Federally recognized tribal communities or tribes. 

To be eligible, the applicant organization also must: 
• Have had an operating budget of at least $20,000 in the previous fiscal year.  
• Meet the NEA’s Legal Requirements including nonprofit, tax-exempt status at the time 

of application. 
• Be registered with the System for Award Management (SAM), have a Unique Entity 

Identifier (UEI), and maintain an active SAM registration until the application process is 
complete and, if selected, throughout the life of the award. 

• Have submitted acceptable Final Report packages by the due date(s) for all NEA 
award(s) previously received. 

• Have, at the time of application, at least a five-year history of arts programming. Arts 
programming should have taken place in each of the following years: 2025, 2024, 2023, 
2022, 2021. If arts programming was suspended due to the pandemic, you may include 
examples that occurred in 2018, 2019 or 2020 to meet the five-year requirement. Do 
not include examples prior to 2018. Do not include examples of programming from 
2026. 

NOT ELIGIBLE 
The following are not eligible to apply: 
• U.S. military bands or any unit of the federal government; 
• State Arts Agencies (SAAs) and designated Regional Arts Organizations (RAOs); 
• Individuals; 
• Commercial and for-profit enterprises; or 
• Applications through a fiscal sponsor/agent; organizations must apply directly on their 

own behalf. 

 
An organization may submit only one proposal under these funding guidelines. Unlike other 
NEA funding opportunities, exceptions to the one-application rule will not be made for parent 
organizations that have separately identifiable and independent components. A parent 
organization may submit one application, which may be on its own behalf OR for an eligible 
independent component (e.g., a university presenting organization). 
 
You may apply to other NEA funding opportunities, including FY27 Grants for Arts Projects and 

https://www.sam.gov/
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Research Awards, in addition to this funding opportunity. In each case, the request must be for 
a distinctly different project. No project costs or staff time may overlap with activities executed 
as part of other federal awards. 
 
Late applications will not be accepted. 

Award Amounts & Cost Share 
Award Amount 
Applicants may request an award amount ranging from $10,000 up to $20,000. Applicants that 
request an amount less than $10,000 will be deemed ineligible.  

Cost Share Funds 
No cost share is required.   
 

Submission Requirements & Deadlines 
Pre-Application Required Registrations 
Before applying, all applicants must register with Login.gov, Grants.gov, and the System for 
Award Management (SAM) at SAM.gov. All three (3) required registrations must be active to 
submit the application. Registration can take several weeks. Registering and maintaining 
accounts with Login.gov, SAM, and Grants.gov is FREE. Review Registration Guidance for 
detailed information about the registration process, including links to each registration site 
and support resources. Returning applicants must renew or verify that their registrations are 
active prior to the application deadline.  
 
Applicants must provide a valid unique entity identifier (UEI) in their application; and maintain 
an active registration in SAM.gov with current information at all times during which it has an 
active Federal award or an application or plan under consideration by a federal agency. All NEA 
awards are contingent on active SAM registration, the NEA will not be able to issue an award 
if you have an expired SAM.gov registration on June 1 of the fiscal year listing on this 
opportunity. 
 

Submission Methods 
Application materials will be submitted electronically. See the application instructions section 
below. 

Contact Information 
NEA Contact: specialprojects@arts.gov  
 

https://login.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/Organization-Registration-4.pdf
mailto:specialprojects@arts.gov
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Submission Dates and Times 

STAGE DATE 

Grants.gov 
Submission Deadline 

February 23, 2026 
11:59 pm ET 

Notifications April 2026 

Earliest project start date May 1, 2026 

 

Application Contents & Format 
Organizations are required to submit their applications electronically through Grants.gov, the 
federal government’s online application system. The Grants.gov system must receive your 
validated and accepted application no later than 11:59 p.m., Eastern Time, on February 23, 
2026. We strongly recommend that you submit your application early, to give yourself ample 
time to resolve any problems that you might encounter. Late applications will not be accepted. 
 

Application Instructions 
Step 1: Access the Application Package and Create a Workspace 

CLICK BELOW TO GO TO THE GRANT OPPORTUNITY PACKAGE 
Funding Opportunity Number: 2026NEABANDS 

1. Clicking the link above will take you directly to the pre-populated application package in 
Grants.gov.  

2. The Grants.gov “View Grant Opportunity” screen will open, click the red “Apply” 
button. To create the Workspace application, you must be logged into Grants.gov with a 
participant role of either Workspace Manager or Authorized Organization Representative 
(AOR).  
a. If the Apply button is grey or you receive a “bad request” error, see instructions on 

how to troubleshoot. 

3. Create a Workspace application:  
a. Fill in the Application Filing Name field with your organization name, then 
b. Click the Create Workspace button.  

4. Go to the Manage Workspace page, where you can begin working on the application. 

5. After creating a Workspace, you will be directed to the Manage Workspace page, where 
you will see the following forms: 

a. Application for Federal Domestic Assistance/Short Organizational Form 
b. The Attachments Form 

 

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/361030
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-roles
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-gov-issues
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-gov-issues
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Step 2: Complete the Forms 
Application for Federal Domestic Assistance/Short Organizational Form 
Review the Grants.gov video tutorial on how to complete forms in Workspace.  

All asterisked (*) items and yellow fields on this form are required. Do not type in all capital 
letters. Enter information directly into the form, do not copy and paste.  

EMAILS: Due to government restrictions, we are not able to send emails to alias addresses that 
forward to another email account. Do not enter this type of email address. 

1. Name of Federal Agency: Pre-populated. 
 
2. Assistance Listing Number & Title: Pre-populated. 
 
3. Date Received: Automatically filled with the date when you submit Part 1; leave blank. 
 
4. Funding Opportunity Number & Title: Pre-populated. 
 
5. Applicant Information: 

a. Legal Name: Enter the applicant's legal name as it appears in the current IRS 501(c)(3) 
status letter or in the official document that identifies the organization as a unit of state or 
local government, or as a federally recognized tribal community or tribe. (Do not use your 
organization's popular name, if different.) 

If you are a parent organization applying on behalf of an eligible independent component, 
do not list the name of the independent component here. You will provide that information 
in Part 2. 
 
b. Address: Use Street 1 for your organization’s physical street address. This address must 
be identical to the physical address shown in your organization’s SAM registration. Only 
use Street 2 for your organization’s mailing address if it differs from the SAM physical street 
address. 

In the Zip/Postal Code box, enter the full 9-digit zip code assigned by the U.S. Postal Service. 
The full zip code can be found on the USPS website. 
 
c. Web Address: Provide your organization’s website. Information provided here will be 
used for administrative purposes only, and will not be provided to panelists for review. Links 
provided in your attachments as support materials will be used in panel review. 
 
d. Type of Applicant: Select the item that best characterizes your organization from the 
menu in the first drop-down box. Additional choices are optional. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtU0b9863ag
https://tools.usps.com/zip-code-lookup.htm
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e. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): Enter the 9-character number 
assigned by the Internal Revenue Service; do not use a Social Security Number or a 12-
character EIN/TIN number. 
 
f. Organizational UEI: All organizational applicants for federal funds must have a Unique 
Entity Identifier (UEI). Enter your entity’s UEI here. You can find your entity’s UEI in your 
entity’s System for Award Management (SAM) record. If you cannot locate your entity’s UEI, 
contact SAM for assistance. The UEI must match the UEI associated with your entity’s SAM 
(System for Award Management) record used in your Grants.gov registration. Otherwise, 
Grants.gov will not validate your application and it will be rejected. 
 
g. Congressional District: Enter the number of the Congressional District where the 
applicant organization is physically located. It must match with the Congressional District 
that shown in the Business Information section of your organization’s SAM record.  
Use the following format: 2-character State Abbreviation-3-character District Number. For 
example, if your organization is in the 5th Congressional District of California, enter "CA-
005." If your state/jurisdiction has a single At-Large Representative or Delegate, enter your 
2-character state/jurisdiction abbreviation and "-000." For help determining your district, go 
to www.house.gov and use the "Find Your Representative" tool. 

 
6. Project Information: 

a. Project Title: Enter a brief, one-sentence project title. 
 
b. Project Description: Enter “N/A.” Other text entered here will not be used in application 
review. 
 
c. Proposed Project Start Date/End Date: Activities can begin no sooner than May 1, 2026, 
and must conclude by December 31, 2026. The start date should be the first day of a 
month, and the end date should be the last day of a month. Project activities must occur, 
and the costs you include in your Project Budget must be incurred, within your period of 
performance.  

 
7. Project Director: Provide contact information, including an email address that will be valid 
through the announcement date for your category. Optional: Select a Prefix (e.g., Ms., Mr.)  
 
8. Primary Contact/Grant Administrator: Provide information for the individual who should be 
contacted regarding this application and the administration of an award. For the Telephone 
number, use the following format: 000-000-0000. Optional: Select a Prefix (e.g., Ms., Mr.)  
If this individual is the same as the Project Director, you may check the "Same as Project 
Director" box and not repeat information already provided. If the Primary Contact/Grant 
Administrator is the same as the Authorizing Official, complete all items under both 8 and 9 
even though there will be repetition. 
 

https://sam.gov/content/help
http://www.house.gov/
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9. Authorized Representative: Provide information for the Authorized Organization 
Representative (AOR) who is authorized to submit this application to Grants.gov. Optional: 
Select a Prefix (e.g., Ms., Mr.) 

The AOR must have legal authority to obligate your organization (e.g., be a senior member of 
staff such as an Executive Director or Director of Development). Contractors/consultants, 
including grant writers, or administrative support staff cannot serve as an AOR. See the NEA’s 
General Terms and Conditions for who can serve as an AOR for colleges and universities.  

NOTE: By clicking the "I Agree" box at the top of Item 9, this individual will be certifying 
compliance on your organization's behalf with statutes outlined in the Assurance of 
Compliance and all related NEA regulations, as well as all applicable executive orders, and 
that it will maintain records and submit the reports that are necessary to determine its 
compliance. 

The "Signature of Authorized Representative" and "Date Signed" boxes will be completed by 
Grants.gov upon submission. 
 

Attachments Form 
The Attachments Form is where you will attach PDF documents that you have completed. Items 
with an asterisk (*) are required. Consult with your NEA staff contact to determine which 
attachments you are required to submit. These will likely be items such as a project budget and 
description of your project activities. 
 
TIPS: 
• Be sure you are using Adobe when filling out our PDF forms. If you don't have Adobe 

installed, you can download it here for free. 
o Note to Mac users: Your computer may be set to open PDF files using Preview (you 

can tell which program is being used to view a PDF file by looking at the left-most item 
in the menu bar). Verify that you are using Adobe and not Preview.  

• No attachment should be more than 2 MB.  
• If you try to view an attachment by clicking the "View Attachment" button on the 

Attachments Form but are unsuccessful, check for the message: "Pop-ups were blocked 
on this page." If you see this message, press "Ctrl" and "View Attachment" to see the 
attachment.  

 

TYPES OF ATTACHMENTS:  
Documents 
• PDF documents can be created using any word processing software. When you have 

completed the document, save it to your computer and convert it to PDF before 
attaching.  

• Do not create PDFs of your electronic documents by scanning.  

https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/awards-to-organizations-forms-and-guidance
https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance#assurance
https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance#assurance
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
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• Do not enable any document security settings or password-protect any PDF file you 
submit to us. 

• Label all pages clearly at the top with your organization's legal name and the name of the 
item (e.g., Narrative, Bios, etc.).  

• Within each attachment, number pages sequentially; place numbers on the bottom 
righthand corner of each page.  

• Leave a margin of at least one inch at the top, bottom, and sides of all pages. 
• Pages should be single-spaced, using a 12-point font size.  
• Do not type in all capital letters.  
• Do not include links to websites that require material to be downloaded (e.g., Dropbox) in 

any part of your application. 

Fillable Forms 
The Project Budget and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) & Section 504 Questionnaire are 
NEA fillable forms; you will find links below. These forms can be downloaded, filled in, saved to 
your computer, and attached without the need for special software or conversion to PDF. 
 
Application Attachments  
Items with an asterisk (*) are required for the application to be considered complete. The NEA 
will not contact applicants to request missing materials. 
 
ATTACHMENT 1: NARRATIVE* 
To this button attach a narrative (no more than five pages in length) that addresses the points 
below. The file name should include the name of your organization, or a recognizable acronym 
followed by "Narrative" (e.g., "ABCOrgNarrative").  
 
The information that you provide will be reviewed in accordance with the “Review Criteria” for 
this program. Organize your response a), b), c), etc., and use the boldfaced language below as a 
heading for each item. Throughout the narrative, you may provide links to relevant information, 
as applicable. 

a) Your organization’s mission and a summary of its history. 

b) A summary of your arts programming history. To be eligible, applicants must have, at the 
time of application, at least a five-year history of arts programming. Arts programming 
should have taken place in each of the following years: 2025, 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021. If 
arts programming was suspended due to the pandemic, you may include examples that 
occurred in 2018, 2019, or 2020 to meet the five-year requirement. Do not include 
examples prior to 2018. Provide one example of arts programming for each of the years 
identified above. Label each dated example by year. Do not include examples of 
programming from 2026. 
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c) Describe the proposed arts project you would like us to support. Be as specific as possible 
about the project activities that will take place during the period of performance.  

Provide information on each of the following, as relevant: 
• Specific activities that will take place during the project period. 
• The specific military band, artists, productions, performances, and/or works of art 

that will be part of the project. 
• The content and themes of activities and works of art. 
• Related components, including engagement, publicity/outreach, or educational 

activities. 

d) Describe the expertise and experience that qualify your organization for this project, 
providing specific examples of previous activities where possible.  

e) Schedule of key project planning and implementation dates. 

f) Provide figures for your organization’s total income and operating expenses for the most 
recently completed fiscal year. To be eligible for this funding opportunity, applicant 
organizations must have had an operating budget of at least $20,000 in the previous fiscal 
year. 

ATTACHMENT 2: BIOS* 
To this button, attach brief bios (at least two per page, maximum three pages) for any non-
military band project personnel and artists to be involved in the project. The file name should 
indicate the name of your organization, or a recognizable acronym followed by "Bios" (e.g., 
"ABCOrgBios"). 
 
ATTACHMENT 3: BAND CONFIRMATION* 
To this button, attach a copy of a letter, email, or statement from an official with a U.S. military 
band with the authority to confirm their participation in this project. Specific performance 
dates do not need to be confirmed at the time of application, but the U.S. military band must 
provide evidence that it will participate in the program. The file name should indicate the name 
of your organization, or a recognizable acronym followed by "BandConfirmation" (e.g., 
"ABCOrgBandConfirmation"). 
 
ATTACHMENT 4: PROJECT BUDGET* 
To this button, attach the completed Project Budget Form. The file name should include the 
name of your organization, or a recognizable acronym followed by "Budget" (e.g., 
"ABCOrgBudget"). Review the Project Budget Instructions.  Do not include unallowable costs in 
your budget. 

• Application #/Award #: Leave blank 
• Total Project Costs: The total project costs you enter in the budget form must add up 

to exactly the amount of your funding request, even if your organization will incur 
additional costs beyond that amount. For example, if you request $15,000 then your 
total project costs must total exactly $15,000. The only items you should include in the 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/project-budget-form
https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/project-budget-instructions-and-form
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project budget are allowable costs related to this project that your organization will 
incur during the period of performance.  
o To comply with federal funding rules, do not include line items for any costs covered 

by the U.S. military band’s own federal appropriations, even if those expenses are 
otherwise allowable. These disallowed costs typically include, but may not be limited 
to military band travel, lodging and meals, instrument and equipment 
transportation, or any costs paid for through the band’s existing operating budget.  

o Direct costs typically include items such as compensation for administrative and 
artistic project personnel who are paid on a salary basis. Salaries/wages/fringe costs 
should be pro-rated to reflect only those costs incurred within the period of 
performance.  

o All travel costs (excluding costs associated with military band travel) must be 
estimated according to your organization’s written, establish travel policy and must 
directly relate to the approved activity outlined in your project.  

o Other possible allowable direct project costs include, but are not limited to, venue or 
space rental, consultant/contractor fees or stipends 
marketing/promotion/advertising; supplies and materials; access accommodations 
(e.g., audio description, sign-language interpretation, closed or open captioning, 
etc.); advertising and communications, including internet access, Wi-Fi, telephone, 
postage, etc.; educational programming, etc.  

o Indirect costs (i.e., overhead or administrative expenses not readily identifiable with 
a specific project) may be included in this budget if not charged as direct costs. The 
project budget form includes more information on indirect costs and how to charge 
them to your project.  

• Organization Share: Cash & Third-Party In-kind: No cost share is required. Leave both 
these sections blank. 

• NEA Amount: Enter an amount between $10,000 and up to $20,000; do not request an 
amount outside of this range.  

• Total Project Income: Leave blank. 
 

ATTACHMENT 5: ACCESSIBILITY* 
To this button, attach the completed Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act Questionnaire. The file name should include the name of your 
organization, or a recognizable acronym followed by "Accessibility" (e.g., 
"ABCOrgAccessibility").   
 
ATTACHMENT 6: NHPA/NEPA* 
To this button, attach the completed NHPA and NEPA Questionnaire. The file name should 
include the name of your organization, or a recognizable acronym followed by "NHPANEPA" 
(e.g., "ABCOrgNHPANEPA").   
 
 
 

https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/americans-with-disabilities-act-and-rehabilitation-act-questionnaire-12-2-25.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/americans-with-disabilities-act-and-rehabilitation-act-questionnaire-12-2-25.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/nhpa-nepa-questionnaire-12-2-25.pdf
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ATTACHMENT 7: WORK SAMPLES* 
To this button, attach work samples that provide evidence of your ability to undertake this 
project. This may include images, publications, website material, video samples, audio samples, 
or other items that can help in the review of your application. Provide a description of each 
work sample and its relevance to the project.  
 
Attach one PDF with no more than five web links to these relevant materials. List the URL for 
the page to be shown and include any necessary navigation paths and any information on 
required plug-ins. If the material is password protected, provide us with the password in this 
PDF. Do not submit a link to site that requires material to be downloaded (e.g., Google Drive or 
Dropbox). The file name should include the name of your organization, or a recognizable 
acronym followed by "WorkSamples" (e.g., "ABCOrgWorkSamples"). Applicants are responsible 
for ensuring URLs are correct and websites remain accessible until decision notifications are 
received. 
 
Leave all remaining Attachment buttons blank. 
 

Step 3: Submit the form via Grants.gov’s Workspace  
Review the Grants.gov video tutorial on Workspace application submission. 
 
1. Check the size of your electronic application. The total size should not exceed 10 MB. 

 
2. To begin the submission process, log on to Grants.gov and navigate to the Forms tab on the 

Manage Workspace page: 
• Once the form is filled out and the Form Status column says "Passed," it will be ready for 

submission.  
o The status “Forms Passed” does NOT indicate that your application has been 

submitted, only that your forms have been filled out. You still need to click the Sign 
and Submit button after receiving the “Forms Passed” status. For more information, 
review the Forms Tab help article. 

• Click Complete and Notify AOR to notify the user(s) with the AOR role that the workspace 
is ready to submit. 

• The AOR must click Sign and Submit to submit the application.  
• After the AOR submits the application, they will see a confirmation screen explaining that 

the submission is being processed. Take a screenshot and retain the Grants.gov Tracking 
Number that you receive on the application submission confirmation screen. 

 
3. Verify that the application was validated by the Grants.gov system. Take a screenshot of 

the validation confirmation for your records. Do not wait until the day of the deadline to 
verify your submission in case you encounter any difficulties. You can track the progress of 
your application submission through Grants.gov in one of three ways: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCxFGjxoqWE
https://www.grants.gov/help/html/help/ManageWorkspaces/FormsTab.htm
https://www.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm?callingApp=custom#t=ManageWorkspaces%2FSubmitWorkspaceApplication.htm
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• Check the progress bar in Workspace. When your application has been successfully 
received, the bar will be green, and a check mark will appear in each bubble.  

• When logged in to Grants.gov, the AOR can click the Check Application Status link 
under the Applicants drop-down menu and search for the submitted application. 

• When not logged in to Grants.gov, go to Track My Application and enter your 
Grants.gov Tracking Number. 

Information about checking Grants.gov application status and a complete list of statuses. 
 

Application Review 
Review Criteria 
Applications will be reviewed based on the criteria below, with equal weight assigned to  
artistic excellence and artistic merit.  
 
Artistic Excellence 
The artistic excellence of the project includes:  
• The project’s potential to celebrate the nation’s 250th birthday with performances and/or 

educational programming with a U.S. military band. 
• Quality of the works of art and any related programming to be featured in the project.  
• Qualifications of any non-military band artists and artistic partners involved in the project, 

as applicable.  
 
Artistic Merit 
The artistic merit of the project includes:  
• Degree to which the project correlates to the applicant's mission, experience, and 

programming.  
• Ability to conduct the project on time and within budget including the clarity of the 

project design, and the qualifications of the project personnel. 
• The reasonableness of the budget. 

 

Review & Selection Process 
Proposals are evaluated based on the published review criteria. The NEA Chair makes the final 
decision on all awards. Applicants whose projects are recommended for funding may need to 
submit additional information, which may include:  
• A project activity update. 

o The update will include a list of confirmed artists and art works. Unconfirmed artists or 
works at the time of offer acceptance may delay our ability to make an award, or 
result in revocation of a funding offer.  

https://www.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm?callingApp=custom#t=ManageWorkspaces%2FManageWorkspace.htm
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/grant-applications/track-my-application
https://www.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm?callingApp=custom#t=Applicants/CheckApplicationStatus/CheckApplicationStatus.htm
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o Changes to artists, works, or activities at the time of funding offer must be approved 
by NEA staff before an award is made. We reserve the right to revoke a funding offer if 
the substitutions do not align with the original proposal. 

Risk Review  
All recommended applications undergo a review to evaluate risk posed by the applicant prior to 
making a federal award. This may include past performance on awards, meeting reporting 
deadlines, compliance with terms and conditions, audit findings, etc. 
 

Award Notices 
We expect to notify applicants of funding decisions in April 2026. Notifications are sent via 
email. Applicants who are recommended for funding will receive a preliminary congratulatory 
message, with a request for project and budget updates (if necessary). Applicants who are not 
recommended for funding will receive a rejection notice via email.  
 
The official award notification (i.e., a notice of action authorized by the NEA Office of Grants 
Management) is the only legal and valid confirmation of award. Receipt of your official award 
notification can take several weeks depending on several factors such as reviewing changes to 
the project budget, the number of awards to be processed, whether the agency has its 
appropriation from Congress, etc. 
 

Final Reports for Previous Awards 
Before an award is issued, recipients must have submitted acceptable Final Report packages by 
the due date(s) for all previous NEA award(s). 

Post-Award Requirements and Administration 
Authorizing Statutes 
NEA offers this funding opportunity under the authority of 20 U.S.C. § 954. 

General Terms and Conditions   
NEA awards are subject to the General Terms and Conditions for Grants and Cooperative 
Agreements to Organizations. Subgranting is not permitted as part of this award. Recipients 
must review, understand, and comply with these requirements.  

Crediting Requirement 
Recipients must clearly acknowledge NEA support of the project in their programs and related 
promotional material, including publications and websites. Additional acknowledgment and/or 
branding requirements, such as branding relating to the nation’s 250th birthday, may be 
provided later. The NEA does not fund general operating support, so you must ensure that the 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/awards-to-organizations-forms-and-guidance#p61491
https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/awards-to-organizations-forms-and-guidance#p61491


Notice of Funding Opportunity   2026NEABANDS  

National Endowment for the Arts   16 | P a g e  
 

NEA is only credited with funding the specific project, and not your entire organization or its 
operations. 

Project Reporting and Evaluation 
Before applying, please review the reporting requirements. All recipients are required at 
minimum to submit a Final Descriptive Report (FDR), a Federal Financial Report (FFR), and a 
Geographic Location of Project Activity Report (GEO) within 120 days of the end of their period 
of performance. You are required to maintain project documentation, including financial 
records, for three years following submission of your final reports. 
 

National Historic Preservation Act and/or the National Environmental 
Policy Act Review 
All awards are subject to review and compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NEA will conduct a review of 
your project to ensure that it is in compliance with NHPA/NEPA and other Federal 
environmental laws. The NEA cannot release award funds until the NHPA/NEPA review is 
complete. Please ensure you submit all the information requested, as incomplete information 
may delay the release of funds. 
 
To expedite the NHPA/NEPA review, be sure to include thorough and complete information for 
all project activities and locations. If project activities and locations are not yet finalized, you 
must provide the timeline for determining project activities and locations as these details are 
required to complete the NHPA/NEPA review.  
 
For projects requiring ground disturbance or impacting properties over 50 years old, you may 
be instructed to continue the NHPA review with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO). 
 
Some project types that may require additional information or SHPO review include: 
• Projects involving a property over 50 years old. This includes buildings; structures such as 

bridges; objects such as sculptures; or a landscape that is historically significant.  
• The installation of temporary or permanent outdoor artworks or structures, such as 

sculptures, statues, murals, or permanent signs. 
• Outdoor arts/music festivals or activities requiring ground disturbance. 
• Maintenance or rehabilitation of landscapes and gardens. 
• Design services and planning for projects that may affect historic properties. 
 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award/awards-to-organizations-final-reporting
https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties
https://www.epa.gov/nepa
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Rehabilitation Act Section 
504 
As outlined in the Assurance of Compliance all NEA-funded projects must be accessible to 
people with disabilities. Individuals with disabilities may include artists, performers, audiences, 
visitors, teaching artists, students, staff, and volunteers, among others. Funded activities must 
be held in a physically-accessible venue. Program access and effective communication must 
also be provided for participants and audience members with disabilities. For technical 
assistance on how to make your project accessible, contact accessibility@arts.gov or see 
Accessibility Resources. 
 
In accordance with the General Terms & Conditions, your organization must have a Section 504 
self-evaluation on file and a designated 504/accessibility coordinator on staff.  
 
As part of your application, you will provide detailed information describing how the project 
will be physically and programmatically accessible to people with disabilities: 
• Buildings and facilities (including projects held in historic facilities) must be physically 

accessible. The following are some examples, though this is not an exhaustive list:  
o Ground-level/no-step entry, ramped access, and/or elevators to project facilities and 

outdoor spaces, including paths of travel; 
o Wheelchair-accessible box office, stage/backstage, restrooms, water fountains, 

meeting and dressing rooms; 
o Directional signage for accessible entrances, restrooms, and other facilities; and 
o Accessible workspaces for employees. 

• Programmatic activities must be accessible either as part of the funded activity or upon 
request. The following are some examples, but your examples should be relevant to your 
proposed activities: 
o Accommodations for performances, tours, virtually streamed events, conferences, and 

lectures, such as sign language interpretation, real-time captioning, and audio 
description; 

o Print materials in alternative formats, such as large-print brochures/labels/programs, 
braille, and electronic/digital formats; 

o Accessible and screen reader-compatible electronic materials, documents, websites, 
and virtual platforms, and alternative text for images; 

o Closed/open captioning and audio/visual description for video, film, television 
broadcasts, and virtual events; and 

o Auxiliary aids and devices, such as assistive listening devices. 
Costs associated with project-related programmatic accommodations, such as those listed 
above, may be included in an NEA grant budget. Physical construction or renovation expenses 
may not be included in the grant budget. 
 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance#assurance
mailto:accessibility@arts.gov
https://www.arts.gov/impact/accessibility/publications-checklists-and-resources
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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
Disclosure Notice: The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) may share a copy of awarded 
applications and/or related materials submitted to the NEA by the applicants, with the public or 
other third parties, where required or permitted by law. 

Legal Requirements and Assurance of Compliance 
The Legal Requirements section on our website provides information about key legal 
requirements that may apply to an applicant or recipient. It is not an exhaustive list; more 
details may be found in Appendix A of the General Terms & Conditions.  
 
By signing and submitting the application form on Grants.gov, the Applicant certifies that it is in 
compliance with the statutes outlined in the Assurance of Compliance  and all related National 
Endowment for the Arts regulations as well as all applicable executive orders, and that it will 
maintain records and submit the reports that are necessary to determine its compliance. For 
more information, review the Assurance of Compliance FAQ. 
 
It is ultimately your responsibility to ensure that you are compliant with all legal, regulatory, 
and policy requirements applicable to your award.  
 

Civil Rights 
Projects may reach or focus on a particular group or demographic (such as sex, disability, 
economic status, race, color, or national origin); however, projects may not be exclusionary 
under Federal civil rights laws and policies prohibiting discrimination. This nondiscrimination 
requirement extends to hiring practices, artist selection processes, and audience engagement. 
Your application should make it clear that project activities are not exclusionary. Review the 
Assurance of Compliance, which outlines the relevant federal statutes, NEA regulations, and 
executive orders. 
 
The NEA’s Office of Civil Rights investigates complaints about compliance with accessibility 
standards as well as other federal civil rights statutes. For further information and copies of the 
nondiscrimination regulations identified above, contact civilrights@arts.gov or 202-682-5454.  
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement 
The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated at an average of 20 
hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information. We welcome any suggestions that you might have on improving our 
Program Solicitations and making them as easy to use as possible. Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions 
for reducing this burden, to: webmgr@arts.gov, attention: Reporting Burden. NOTE: Applicants 

https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance
https://www.arts.gov/grants/manage-your-award
https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance#assurance
https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.arts.gov/grants/legal-requirements-and-assurance-of-compliance#assurance
mailto:civilrights@arts.gov
mailto:webmgr@arts.gov
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are not required to respond to this collection of information unless it displays a currently valid 
U.S. Office of Management & Budget (OMB) control number. 

Assistance Listing No. 45.024 
OMB No. 3135-0112 Expires 11/30/26 
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