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2015 NEA PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 

In June of 2014, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers 

(NCSHPO) and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) entered into a Nationwide Programmatic Agreement 

Regarding the Implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for the NEA’s Program Grants (the 

“Programmatic Agreement”) and attached herein as Attachment A. 

As part of the Programmatic Agreement (Section E), the NEA is required to prepare this Annual Report that “details the number 

of projects subject to the terms of the [Programmatic] Agreement, and which exemptions, if any, were used.” The purpose this 

annual report is to allow NCSHPO and ACHP to assist the NEA in evaluating the effectiveness of the Programmatic Agreement in 

its first year of implementation and to distribute such report to parties as necessary. The NEA will also post this Annual Report 

to its Open Government webpage (http://arts.gov/open) for dissemination to other interested parties and the public. 

Background: 

The Programmatic Agreement establishes 10 specific exemptions (“Exemptions”) ranging from in-kind replacements and 

repairs to conceptual design/planning. Should an NEA project fall squarely within the confines if an Exemption, the NEA may 

elect to exempt the project from further review under NHPA, specifically, Section 106 of NHPA – often referred to as “Section 

106 Review.” 

This Annual Report details the total number of program grants reviewed and the various exemptions applied during the course 

of the NEA’s Section 106 Review. 

Findings: 

A total of 126 program grants passed through the office of General Counsel for review under the programmatic agreement from 

June, 2014 – March, 20141 in the following grant categories: 

1. Artworks I2 

2. Challenge America3 

3. Our Town4 

                                                                 
1 The NEA’s fiscal year runs from October 1 – September 30. The Programmatic Agreement took effect in June, 
2014. As such, the Annual Report covers some grant programs that, because of timing, where considered FY 
2014 programs (Our Town) and some that were considered FY 2015 programs (Artworks and Challenge 
America). For 2016, the NEA will align the application of the Programmatic Agreement with its fiscal year, 
which will result in some overlap with this year’s Annual report. However, should the Programmatic 
Agreement remain in effect beyond 2016, each subsequent annual report will sync with the Agency’s fiscal year. 
2 http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/art-works/grant-program-description 
3 http://arts.gov/grants-organizations/challenge-america/grant-program-description 
4 http://arts.gov/national/our-town 
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Charts Explained: 

Chart 1: 

This chart details the total number of grants that underwent Section 106 Review in the Agency’s FY 2015 Artworks I category. 

The chart also provides statistics on the total number and corresponding percentage of grants that fell into five categories of 

Section 106 Review: 

1. No adverse effect 

2. Exemption applied 

3. Grant referred to SHPO for consultation 

4. Agency consultation with THPO 

5. Agency requested further information from applicant regarding the proposed project in order for Agency to continue its 

Section 106 Review 

Chart 2: 

This chart details the total number of grants that underwent Section 106 Review in the Agency’s FY 2015 Challenge America 

category. The chart also provides statistics on the total number and corresponding percentage of grants that fall into five 

categories of Section 106 Review (as outlined in the description for Chart 1 above). 

Chart 3: 

This chart details the total number of grants that underwent Section 106 Review in the Agency’s FY 2014 Our Town category. 

The chart also provides statistics on the total number and corresponding percentage of grants that fall into five categories of 

Section 106 Review (as outlined in the description for Chart 1 above). 

Chart 4: 

This chart breaks down the various types of exemptions applied in all of the three grant categories (Artworks 1,  Challenge 

America and Our Town combined). There were 76 instances in which the Agency applied an exemption and this chart highlights 

the frequency with each applicable Exemption was used. 

Chart 5: 

This chart details the number and Exemptions used in the Agency’s FY 2015 Artworks I category. 

Chart 6: 

This chart details the number and Exemptions used in the Agency’s FY 2015 Challenge America category. 

Chart 7: 

This chart details the number and Exemptions used in the Agency’s FY 2014 Our Town category. 
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The Programmatic Agreement 
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