
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 

Agency Operations in the Absence of Appropriations 

I. PURPOSE. This directive provides contingency planning in the event of a funding hiatus
caused by the Congress failing to enact regular appropriations, a continuing resolution,
or needed supplementals resulting in an interruption in fund availability. For purposes of
administration, the President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities is covered under
this plan.

II. POLICY. It is the Agency's policy to develop, maintain, and revise as necessary, in
accordance with applicable laws and guidance, a plan for shutdown of Agency
operations when fund availability is interrupted.

III. REFERENCES. Office of Management and Budget (0MB) Memorandum M-95-18,
August 22, 1995; 0MB Circular No. A-11 (2010); Opinion from the Department of
Justice Office of General Counsel, August 16, 1995 (and all references therein, including the
Anti-deficiency Act (31 USC§ 1341, et seq.)).

IV. PLAN. In the event of a funding hiatus, and following direction from the 0MB as well as
other applicable Federal agencies such as the Office of Personnel Management (OPM), the
Agency will proceed with the orderly shutdown of operations, including all grantmaking,
beginning on the first workday of the hiatus, and will limit all work activity to actions
necessary for a shutdown and otherwise permitted by law. It is estimated that the
shutdown actions will require not more than one-half workday.

This plan assumes that such a hiatus would be temporary and of short duration; so no 
action wi 11 be taken that will impede the orderly commencement ofoperations once funds are 
available. The Chairman or designee will notify all Office heads and supervisors 
regarding which personnel are designated as being excepted from the shutdown, not to 
exceed five percent of the Agency's on board employees at the time of the funding hiatus, 
as well as the duration of each exception. The following positions (in addition to the 
Chairman ordesignee) are to be excepted from furlough: 

Senior Deputy Chairman or designee 
Chief of Staff or designee 
Deputy Chairman for Management and Budget or designee 
General Counsel or designee 

Employees not designated as excepted will be furloughed for the duration of the 
shutdown. The Chairman or designee has authorized the Deputy Chairman for 
Management and Budget tomodifythe designation of excepted employees as necessary to 
accommodate unforeseen circumstances, consistent with any limitations provided as to 
the total number of Agency positions that may be designed as excepted during an 
appropriations lapse resulting in an Agency shutdown. 
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