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The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) is an independent federal agency—and the
country’s only funder, public or private, bringing the arts to all 50 states, the District of Columbia
and U.S. jurisdictions. By supporting more ways for people to experience and participate in the
arts in communities across the U.S.—from large cities to small towns—the NEA fosters a country
where creativity thrives and where the arts can enrich the lives of everyone in the United States.

As our nation moves into its 250th year, we will celebrate the very best of America’s arts and
cultural heritage and give Americans from all backgrounds the opportunity to benefit from the
arts and arts education.

BUDGET & GRANTMAKING

The NEA awards approximately 2,400 grants per year to organizations for arts projects in a wide variety of
artistic disciplines. Additionally, through lifetime honors in jazz and the folk and traditional arts, the NEA
recognizes the outstanding lifelong contributions that unique artists in these categories contribute to our
national arts heritage.
The NEA's grant review process is rigorous:

= Peer-review by citizen experts and laypersons from around the country

s Review by National Council on the Arts, the agency's advisory body

= Final review and award decisions by the NEA chair
The majority of grants (more than 70 percent) go to small and medium sized organizations (budgets up to

$2 million), which tend to support projects that benefit audiences that otherwise might not have access to
arts programming.

Approximately 1,498 unique communities are served each year through NEA grants, including small and
rural towns:

m 12% percent of NEA awards are made to organizations in rural or small, metropolitan communities.

A significant percentage of grants go to those who have fewer opportunities to participate in the arts:
m 33 percent of NEA grants take place in high-poverty neighborhoods.
= 44 percent of grants reach low-income audiences or underserved populations such as people with
disabilities, people in institutions, and veterans.
Each year, around 19 million Americans attend a live arts event supported by the NEA, this includes:
m 19,199 concerts, readings, and performances,
m 6,914 exhibitions.
The National Endowment for the Arts' FY 2025 appropriation of $207 million constitutes only about .003
percent of the federal budget. NEA grant awards typically require a dollar-to-dollar cost share/match, ensuring

that NEA funds help to leverage many more public and private investments in the arts, and stimulating
economic activity for workers, organizations, venues, businesses, neighborhoods, and communities nationwide.
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PARTNERSHIPS

The NEA awards 40 percent of its grantmaking budget directly to the states and jurisdictions through the
state and regional arts agencies, reaching millions of people in thousands of communities. The NEA requires

that a portion of every state and regional partnership grant be allocated to programs reaching underserved
communities.

In addition, the NEA works with other federal agencies, state and local governments, state and regional
arts agencies, and private nonprofits on projects that provide opportunities for thousands of Americans to
experience quality arts programming throughout the country. Examples include:

m Creative Forces, a partnership with the U.S. Departments of War and Veterans Affairs to bring creative
arts therapies to military personnel and veterans who are experiencing post-traumatic stress, mild
traumatic brain injury, and related psychological illnesses. The program also offers community arts
programming to improve the well-being and resilience of all military-connected people.

s Poetry Out Loud, a partnership with participating state and jurisdictional arts agencies and managed
by Mid Atlantic Arts that provides a dynamic poetry recitation competition for high school students
that is designed to improve their public speaking skills, help build confidence, and teach them about
literary history.

= NEA Big Read, a partnership with Arts Midwest that provides support to selected nonprofit
organizations around the country to host dynamic community-wide reading programs in
collaboration with local partners to develop and conduct engaging events and activities.

Research into the value and impact of the arts is a core function of the NEA. The agency supports projects
that encourage public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the arts, including surveys, research,
planning, and publications. This includes:

m  The National Arts Statistics and Evidence-based Reporting Center (NASERC) which provides the
public with frequently updated key measures on topics including artists and other cultural workers,
arts participation, arts and cultural assets, and arts and education.

m  Research Grants in the Arts and NEA Research Labs programs which support investigations into the
value and impact of the arts.

For more about the impact of National Endowment for the Arts grants and programs on U.S.
communities, please visit arts.gov and subscribe to our newsletter.
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