
    
  Skip to main content


    


      
    
	
    
	
		
			
				

    [image: National Endowment for the Arts logo]

  National Endowment for the Arts 


			

			
        
                      
              

  Search
  
    
      
    

  

    [image: Close search]



            

                    
            
      Follow us on X
        Follow us on facebook
        Follow us on LinkedIn
        Apple store
        Follow us on instagram
        Follow us on youtube
  

          

                      
	
	
	
	Menu



                  

                  
            

																				
        Grants
                  				      
        
                    Grants

          	
        Grants for Arts Projects
              
	
        Challenge America
              
	
        Our Town
              
	
        Research Awards
              
	
        Partnership Agreement Grants
              
	
        Creative Writing
              
	
        Translation Projects
              
	
        Volunteer to be an NEA Panelist
              
	
        Manage Your Award
              
	
        Recent Grants
              


            

      

      
              
	
        Initiatives
                  				      
        
                    Initiatives

          	
        ArtsHERE
              
	
        Arts & Human Development Task Force
              
	
        Arts Education Partnership
              
	
        Blue Star Museums
              
	
        Citizens' Institute on Rural Design
              
	
        Creative Forces: NEA Military Healing Arts Network
              
	
        GSA's Art in Architecture
              
	
        Independent Film & Media Arts Field-Building Initiative
              
	
        International
              
	
        Mayors' Institute on City Design
              
	
        Musical Theater Songwriting Challenge
              
	
        National Folklife Network
              
	
        NEA Big Read
              
	
        NEA Research Labs
              
	
        Poetry Out Loud
              
	
        Save America's Treasures
              
	
        Shakespeare in American Communities
              
	
        Sound Health Network
              
	
        United We Stand
              


            

      

      
              
	
        Stories
                  				      
        
                    Stories

          	
        American Artscape Magazine 
              
	
        NEA Art Works Podcast
              
	
        National Endowment for the Arts Blog
              


            

      

      
              
	
        Impact
                  				      
        
                    Impact

          	
        States and Regions
              
	
        Research
              
	
        Accessibility
              
	
        Arts & Artifacts Indemnity Program
              
	
        Arts and Health
              
	
        Arts Education
              
	
        Convenings
              
	
        Creative Placemaking
              
	
        Equity Action Plan
              
	
        Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
              
	
        Literary Arts
              
	
        Media Arts
              
	
        Native Arts and Culture
              


            

      

      
              
	
        Honors
                  				      
        
                    Honors

          	
        NEA Jazz Masters Fellowships
              
	
        National Heritage Fellowships
              
	
        National Medal of Arts
              


            

      

      
              
	
        News
                  				      
        
                    News

          	
        Press Releases
              
	
        Upcoming Events
              
	
        NEA Chair's Page
              


            

      

      
              
	
        About
                  				      
        
                    About

          	
        NEA Chair's Page
              
	
        Leadership and Staff
              
	
        What Is the NEA
              
	
        Publications
              
	
        National Endowment for the Arts on COVID-19
              
	
        Open Government
              
	
        Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
              
	
        Office of the Inspector General
              
	
        Civil Rights Office
              
	
        Appropriations History
              
	
        Make a Donation
              


            

      

      
              


      


          

        			

		

	



    
  

      
          


          

  


    

    
      
      

        





    
        
                    
  


  Breadcrumb

  	
                  Home
              
	
                  Impact
              
	
                  Research
              
	
                  Research Publications
              




          

    


    
        
            

  Audience Impact Study Literature Review

        
      The National Endowment for the Arts announces a new literature review, Audience Impact Study Literature Review.


While there is ample qualitative and anecdotal data on how people and communities are transformed by the arts, there is little research that quantifies the emotional impact of the arts.


It's a challenge to analyze this subtle topic. How do you define the way that art affects people? By the happiness they express? By the rewards they derive? By their physiological response?


Furthermore, how do you measure this emotional impact? This review looks at dozens of existing studies that attempt to answer these elusive questions. Ultimately, this review will help inform the design of a survey that will capture reliable data on this seemingly indefinable subject. The NEA is working with a research team from WolfBrown to develop and pilot survey instruments and protocols for a pilot study of audiences at NEA-funded events. As part of this study, WolfBrown developed this literature review of relevant research.


This literature review is one of the NEA's latest efforts to conduct and commission research that examines evidence of the value and impactof the arts in other domains of American life, such as education, health and well-being, community livability, and economic prosperity.
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